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KINDYARN 

 

From the Management Committee 

Welcome to Term 1, 2022! 

I would like to welcome everyone to Term 1 at The Hills Community Kindergarten! I hope the children are 

settling in well and enjoying their transition to Preschool. The start of the Preschool year can be an emo-

tional time for both parents and children – whether it is your child’s first time at Preschool or their last 

year before they move on to ‘big’ school. The pandemic adds to this emotional time with so much uncer-

tainty around. I hope you can take comfort in knowing that the care, attention and preparation they will 

receive at the Hills Community Kindergarten is second to none.  

We were fortunate to be able to celebrate the end of last year with the children decorating the preschool, 

planning their class party day celebrations, our traditional farewell and Christmas Pantomime, and a par-

ent morning/afternoon tea hosted by the Management Committee. We were pleased to donate 5 boxes of 

food and Christmas items to Basket Brigade.  It was a wonderful time, full of celebration and community 

spirit! 

It is hard to believe that we are facing another year of Covid-19 challenges. The Management Committee, 

our director Allison McCartney, and the team at The Hills Community Kindergarten are committed to keep-

ing everyone at the preschool as safe as possible. We would like to thank you for your efforts thus far in 

following the Covid-19 policy and procedures and playing your part in keeping everyone safe. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held online on Tuesday 22rd February at 7.30pm.The 2021 Committee 

will give an overview of the year that was, and the 2022 Committee will be elected. All are welcome to 

attend (zoom details were emailed with Notice of the AGM). 

I hope that 2022 is a wonderful year for all at The Hills Community Kindergarten, I am sure that your chil-

dren will have a fantastic year of growth, learning and fun! 

 

 

Paddy Jessing  

(President) 

 

 FEBRUARY 2022 
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Starting Preschool– from a child’s perspective By Allison McCartney 

We’ve only been together for a few weeks and the children already have a strong sense of belonging in their 

class and with their peers and teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ella– TF Class 

I am in the Rose Room   

I like to play in the outer gar-

den on the monkey bars 

I keep my bag and towel at the 

octopus picture 

My teachers are Mrs Hudd and 

Mrs Tait 

Alec– MT Class 

I am in the Gumnut Room   

I like to play with puzzles. I like 

to do painting because I like 

the colours purple, green, blue 

and black 

I keep my bag and towel at the 

wombat picture 

My teachers are Mrs Goss, Ms 

Farley, Mrs Yang and Ms Wil-

cox 

Jason– MTW Class 

I am in the Garden Room  

I like to look at books 

I keep my bag and towel at the 

elephant picture 

My teachers are Mrs Fitzpat-

rick, Mrs Graham and Mrs 

Dominey  

Rhea– MTW Class 

I am in the Rose Room  

I like to draw 

I keep my bag and towel at the 

snail picture 

My teachers are Mrs Hudd and 

Mrs Tait 

Riley– TF Class 

I am in the Garden Room   

I like to play in the sandpit and 

I put my drink bottle on the 

trolley 

I keep my bag and towel at the  

dinosaur picture 

My teachers are Mrs Hill, Ms 

Farley, Mrs Amada and Ms 

Wilcox 

Emily – WTF Class 

I am in the Gumnut Room   

I like to play in the relaxation 

tent. My friend's name is Madi 

I keep my bag and towel at the  

wallaby picture 

My teachers are Mrs Camp-

bell, Mrs Wells and Mrs O’Reil-

ly 
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A positive transition from preschool to big school 

We love hearing from our families when their child transitions to school. It is so wonderful to hear how 

children move to this next stage of education confident, happy and with a positive attitude. Here are two 

families who have contacted us and shared their family and child’s experience. 

Dear wonderful THCK staff, 

 

We just wanted to keep in touch with you by sharing a photo of Amelia at her first 
day of school. We have had an extremely smooth transition to school and Amelia 
is thriving with the new routine and loving the stimulation of the school day. She 
commented that not many children in her class knew how to use scissors with lots 
needing the teacher to help but of course this was a skill, along with many others, 
that she had mastered during her time at THCK. I wanted to once again thank you 
for doing such a wonderful job in preparing Amelia for school. You are right in 
saying those pre-school years are precious and THCK children are best prepared 
for starting school!  
 
Warmest regards, 
Katie, Matt and Amelia  

 

 

 

              Hello! 

Just wanted to let you know that Jude has had a fantastic first week. We 
honestly couldn’t not have asked for a better start his school life. Enthu-
siastic at drop off and still smiling at pick up. We knew that he was 
‘ready’ but you never know what could throw them off.  

Jude made a friend, Finn, on the first morning and they have stuck to-
gether since then. He couldn’t wait to tell me yesterday, that they also 
share the same birthday. 

“Now we’re triple identical, curly hair, same class, AND now same birth-

day!” ❤ 

We wanted to check in and let you know all of this, because of the huge 
role Mrs Hudd, Mrs Tait, Mrs Goss, Mrs O’Reilly, Mrs McCartney and 
The Hills Community Kindergarten have played in Jude’s life (and ours) 
getting him to this point, where after only a week of Kindy, it already 
feels normal and comfortable for him.  

So, Thank you!!!! 

                This little puffling was definitely tall enough, strong enough and brave 
                enough  

                Love The Nolan’s 
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Child Safe Standards 

By Allison McCartney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Resources 

With thanks to the Nolan and Wong families for donating books from our wish list at the end of last year. 

When families donate books we place a donation label in the front of the book. 

The Nagendra-Meynard family donated 

this book on their return to preschool 

this year. A great read thank you! 

 

 

 

We are excited to receive our new rain wear very soon which was purchased at 

the end of last year with funds from family donations and preschool fundraising. 

We look forward to utilising this new resource so we can venture outdoors even 

when it’s raining! 

The management committee and staff have reviewed the Child Safe Standards and developed our own 

Code of Conduct on Child Safety. We want to ensure any person who comes to the preschool whether it 

be a staff member, parent or volunteer understand how we promote the safety of children at preschool. 

Our policy outlines what we are doing to implement the standards with a code of conduct to be read and 

signed by each person working, volunteering or visiting the preschool.  

This new policy document has been uploaded onto the Padlet in Quality Area 2: Children’s health and 

safety.  

“The Child Safe Standards provide a framework for creating child safe organisations. They are designed to 

drive cultural change to create, maintain and improve child safe practices. When organisations implement 

the Standards they build a culture where abuse of children is prevented, responded to and 

reported” (Office of the Children’s Guardian, 2022). 

You can read more about the standards by clicking below... 

 

https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/g_CSS_GuidetotheStandards.pdf
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Our Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) goals for 2022 

We are constantly reviewing, reflecting and improving across the 7 quality areas of the National Quality 

Framework (NQF). Each year we work on goals that derive from observation, discussion and reflection 

of child, family, staff and community needs. We look at ways to improve the environment and pre-

school experience for all of our stakeholders. This year we plan to: 

QA 1 Reflect on the role of the learning journey and how we share information with families  

   Educational Leader to mentor and support educators with implementation of individual and class program 

and planning 

QA 2 Improve ventilation in the classrooms  

QA 3 Research bathroom renovation 

 Finalise outdoor planning- introduce loose parts storage, improve fairy garden and implement nature play 

QA 4 Mental health and gratitude practices for staff  

QA 5 Happy Families membership– please refer to separate email for your free access to this platform 

QA 6 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community events/engagement, working on RAP and connec-

tions with Aboriginal preschool 

          Parent survey to be conducted  

          Plan for community event in 2023– it’s our 50th Birthday! 

QA 7 Improving systems and processes– move to cloud based software and apps 

          Committee roles, responsibilities and training  

Policies and Procedures reviewed  by staff and management committee. The following updated policies 

are available via the link in the email 

 Quality Area 2: Code of Conduct: Child safety 

 Quality Area 4: Staff Leave of Absence 

 Quality Area 7: Feedback policy flowchart, Governance and management and delegations chart 

Paper donations 

We would really love some easel paper donations as our regular supplier of recycled architect paper is no 

longer available! Here is a picture of our preferred paper which is available to pur-

chase from Kmart. If you see some when you’re out shopping it would be greatly 

appreciated if you could purchase and donate to us. 

We also collect small and medium boxes (from pantry foods), paper towel rolls, 

small clean yoghurt containers, lids and bottle tops which the chil-

dren use to create, construct, sort and improvise in play.  

We have a strong philosophy and practices at preschool to ——> 


