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From the Management Committee
Dear families,

Welcome to Term 3!
I trust you all had a lovely break, have come back feeling refreshed and all the children have settled back
into preschool life well. We are officially into the second half of the year and with winter on the way out,
we have many exciting things to look forward to.
As we are a community kindergarten, fundraising is an important part of the preschool year. The Management Committee are underway with plans for our upcoming Bunnings BBQ. This will be held at Castle Hill
Bunnings on Sunday 14th August! It will be a fantastic opportunity for our community to gather together
and raise funds to support our wonderful preschool. A big thank you to all the families who have kindly donated already, this will help with our purchase of food and supplies. We are still in need of volunteers for 4
spots to come down and give time to assist with the BBQ on the day. There are a variety of tasks on offer
across the day and it is sure to be a fun way to spend time with each other, making connections between
the preschool and with the wider community. Please see Allison for further information on how you can
join in on the day.
Throughout the year, the Management Committee work collaboratively with THCK staff, strengthening our
sense of community and relationships with attending families. Although the recent pandemic has meant
that this has happened at a distance, the Management Committee and staff had the opportunity to meet
once again and share a wonderful dinner together. The meal was catered by one of our talented THCK
mums, Anila Ali and the purpose behind the meeting was to reconnect, spark a refreshed sense of belonging and provide support for each other in our interlinked roles in preschool life. It was a hugely successful
evening, full of celebration and community spirit. Not only was Anila’s food delicious, but committee members and staff were able to get to know each other beyond their day to day roles. Community is a core value of THCK and occasions such as this, create the space for connection and support.
Welcome back and I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Term 3!
Kate Krahe
(President)
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Preschool Working Bee
It was wonderful to see a number of parents join us for an afternoon of jobs to keep our preschool
looking beautiful. A big thank you to Henry, Mark, Kate, Mitch, Ankur, Ramona, Michael, Paul, Yusra,
Sharjeel and Mrs Fitzpatrick.
We had some parents in the garden, trimming and collecting leaf litter, gurneying, painting the skylights in the Gumnut Room (with new blinds to come), putting a shelf together for the outdoor shed,
install the new Sunsafe sign and cleaning chairs. Our resident volunteer handyman Col applied some
felt panels to the classroom and replaced the tap in the cleaning room.
Yusra also baked some yummy treats to enjoy. It was great to see our community of parents volunteering their time to help!
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Let’s action some change: Carpark update
A letter was written to The Hills Shire Council regarding the carpark issues when there is a school
sport’s carnival happening. The response has been to paint new lines in the first 4 car spots to highlight
that they are 15 minutes only parking. This will hopefully alleviate the issues in the morning and stop
sports carnival patrons parking in those timed spots. We hope our parents find the arrival and departure
time a little easier and less stressful! However, if you wish to stay longer at arrival and departure times
please do not park in these line marked car spots.
Mrs McCartney will continue to work with the venue bookings team at council to help communicate out
to schools the parking options, with the aim to keep our preschool children and families safe when coming to preschool.

Parent Info Night– All parents welcome
Join us at preschool on Wednesday 17th August from 5:30-7:30pm to hear from our
guest speakers and ask questions about getting your child ready for school!


Baulkham Hills North Public School Kindergarten Assistant Principal



St Michael’s Primary School Principal and Kindergarten teacher



Janie Rogers– Occupational Therapist



Joanne Duncum– Speech Pathologist
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How the environment fosters learning By Allison McCartney
At THCK we view the environment as the ‘third teacher’ and this is evident in our:
Philosophy: “We believe that children are happiest and learn best when the environment is safe, warm and
relaxed and they have the opportunity to develop independence and a positive self-identity...We believe
that when children feel they belong, their capacity to be active participants and decision makers will flourish, and they will initiate and lead their learning.”

Educational program and practice policy: The environment is intentionally and purposefully provided for

children; with open ended materials, offering choice, opportunities to initiate their own play experiences
within a safe, organised and comfortable play space. We strive to ensure the environment and expectations are consistent with opportunities for children to assert their independence, creativity, shared responsibility and a sense of agency.

The Early Years Learning Framework and Quality Area 1 & 3 of the National Quality Framework– these are
the documents we use to reflect on each child’s development, viewing the child as capable and competent
and having high expectations for their learning and development.

A provocation invites and promotes learning,

Loose parts play provides opportunities to create,

interest, creativity, thinking and testing out theo-

explore and play in a variety of ways– this play

ries.

space was transformed into a palace fit for a King
and Queen!

The environment aids building of relationships with peers and edu-

Sensory play builds the child’s senses as they en-

cators and is key to the planning cycle for every child. Knowing

gage with the touch of play dough, smell of herbs

when to engage and when to observe is the skill of an EC educator!

and listen and speak with their peers.

The ancient Greek Philosopher Plato once said:
“You can discover more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of conversation”
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Sustainability Practices– soft plastics by Molly Wells
In line with our Sustainability Policy we are introducing the REDcycle program at preschool. This is a
innovative recycling program which diverts soft plastics, plastic bags and packaging from landfill and
turns them into the resource used to manufacture new products.
Unfortunately the council and recycling stations are not equipped to recycle soft plastics as this
clogs their machines. Soft plastics are ending up in landfill and polluting oceans.
We encourage you to get involved with our initiative and have placed a labelled bin at the entrance
of preschool for families to conveniently bring in their soft plastics to be recycled. These items then
need to be taken to the recycling bins located at Coles and Woolworths. Click on the link for more
information on what to recycle What To Redcycle – Redcycle
We have begun talking with the children about what can be recycled as soft plastics. If you would
like to volunteer to take the soft plastics each week to Coles or Woolworths please see the office–
this is great way to extend the conversation with your children at home.
We thank you for helping us take action on reducing landfill and looking after our planet!

Do the SCRUNCH

test!
If the plastic CAN be
scrunched up into a
ball it can be placed
in the REDcycle bin.
Click QR code to download the
poster for home.

Soft plastics are
recycled at Replas
and then used to
make Bollards,
Decking, Fencing,
Furniture and
Signage!
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Community Collaboration—Castle Hill Men’s Shed
The work completed by the Men’s shed on our outdoor wooden blocks
and toys is just amazing! A well loved and quality resource revamped
and very fitting of our philosophy to reduce waste and reuse what we
have. The children wanted to show their appreciation by cooking some
morning tea and making cards. Mrs McCartney delivered this to the
men’s shed and passed on our gratitude. She also had a tour of the
premises and saw some of their current projects.

Martin from the Men’s
Shed who has co-ordinated
the project was once a
management

committee

member of the preschool
when

his

two

children

attended in the 1980’s.
Strong community ties last
lifetime!

Their last market stall for this year is happening on 3rd September, you can check out their handmade
toys and puzzles, cake and craft stalls, books and succulents at Eric Mobbs Reserve Ferguson Ave Castle
Hill from 8:30am-12:30pm.

Term dates for your calendar


Bunnings BBQ– Sun 14th Aug at Bunnings Castle Hill 9am-4pm– come and say hi and buy a snag



Parent info night at preschool- Wed 17th Aug 5:30-7:30pm



WTF/TF classes Father’s morning 8:30-10:30am Fri 2nd Sept



MT/MTW classes Father’s morning 8:30-10:30am Mon 5th Sept



Preschool photos (photos can be purchased after you receive the album) Tue 6th & Fri 9th Sept



Eye screening (consent forms will be sent home) Tue 20th & Fri 23rd Sept



Last day Term 3 -Fri 23rd Sept
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